
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mississippi State Board of Education, the Mississippi Department of Education, the Mississippi School for the Arts, the Mississippi School for the Blind, the Mississippi 
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MISSISSIPPI READING FAIR 
 

The purpose of the Mississippi Reading Fair Guidelines ʋis to provide Reading Fair coordinators, students, 

and parents with directions for conducting and participating in a reading fair. These guidelines and 

resources must be used when submitting information for all competitions. 

 

This document includes: 

ǒ alignment to the College-and Career-Ready Standards, 

ǒ guidelines for creating award-winning literary competition projects, 

ǒ and explanation of categories.  

 

PURPOSE AND MS CCRS CONNECTϥONS 

The purpose of the competition is to provide students in grades PreK-12 the opportunity to share their 

favorite fictional, nonfiction narrative, or informational book through a storyboard or digital media 

display. With the implementation of the Mississippi College-and Career-Readiness Standards (MS CCRS) 

for English Language Arts, World Languages, Visual Arts, and Early Childhood, an emphasis has been 

placed on student mastery of the skills and concepts necessary to read complex texts at each grade level, 

write texts using evidence, and create presentations that demonstrate imagination and effective use of 

various materials to express ideas. MS CCRS also places value on reading both literary and informational 

texts. In support of the MS CCRS, the goal of the Mississippi Reading Fair is to enhance and encourage 

reading at all grade levels and to allow students to collaborate with their peers. As a result of 

participating in this process, students will experience a deeper enjoyment from reading and develop a 

lifelong love of reading. 

 

There are four levels of competition: Level 1 - School, Level 2 - District, Level 3 - Regional, and Level 

4 - State. Only first place winners in each division proceed to the next round of competition.ʋ Over 

1,400 students compete regionally each year. This is significant because these students represent the 

several thousands of students who compete at both the school and district levels. The Mississippi 

Department of Education strives to motivate all students to read as they soar towards excellence. 
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READING FAIR CATEGORIES 
 

 

FAMϥLY 
Literary Fiction Categories 

 
Grades  Division  Presentation Type 

Grades PreK-K  Division A  Storyboard 
Grades 1-2  Division B  Storyboard 

NOTE: ʋFamily division projects should portray a book appropriate to the age of the student(s). The student(s) should be very 
knowledgeable about the book’s story elements and should have an active part in the construction of the display. 

 

ϥNDϥVϥDUAL 
Literary Fiction Categories 

 
Grades  Division  Presentation Type 
Grade 3  Division C  Storyboard 

Grades 4-5  Division D  Storyboard 
Grades 6-8  Division E  Storyboard or Digital Media 

Grades 9-12  Division F  Storyboard or Digital Media 
 

NOTE: ʋDivision E and F can choose between Storyboard or Digital Media Presentation. 
 
 

ϥNDϥVϥDUAL 
ϥnformational Nonfiction Texts Categories 

 
Grades  Division  Presentation Type 

Grades 3-5   Division G  Storyboard 
Grades 6-8  Division H  Storyboard or Digital Media 

Grades 9-12  Division I  Storyboard or Digital Media 
 

NOTE: ʋDivision H and I can choose between Storyboard or Digital Media Presentation. 
 

GROUP 
Literary Fiction Categories 

 
Grades  Division  Presentation Type 

Grades 3-5  Division J  Storyboard 
Grades 6-8  Division K  Storyboard or Digital Media 

Grades 9-12  Division L  Storyboard or Digital Media 
 

NOTE: ʋOnly 2 to 3 students in a group. If a group project has students in various grades,  
the project should be placed in the division of the oldest student. This does not include class projects. 

Division K and L can choose between Storyboard Digital Media Presentation. 
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READϥNG FAϥR CATEGORϥES 
 

ǒ Students in grades 3-12 have the opportunity to share their favorite nonfiction book. All students 
deciding to do so are to compete in the Individual Divisions, within their specified grade group 
(Divisions G-I). All other entries should only represent Literary Fiction ʋbooks. 

 
NOTE:ʋ Remember the school’s librarian is an excellent resource for determining if the book selected is 
indeed fictional. BOOKS DO NOT HAVE TO BE ON READϥNG LEVEL. STUDENTS HAVE FREE CHOϥCE ϥN 
SELECTϥNG A BOOK FOR THE READϥNG FAϥR.  

 
ǒ Group/Family Division projects should portray a book appropriate to the age of the student(s). The 

student(s) should be very knowledgeable about the book’s story elements and should have an 
active part in the construction of the display. Family and Group Divisions will be judged closely 
on whether the project shows work appropriate for the age level of the student. 

 
NOTE:ʋ Each student is limited to participating in only one project.ʋ Each Group Division project must 
have 2 to 3 students. If a group project has students in various grades, the project should be placed in the 
division of the oldest student. The projects should reflect the creative and originality of the students in the 
group. 
 

ǒ English Language Learners can create bilingual presentations to represent their native language as 
well as English. Each presentation element must be translated into English for judging. Elements 
not translated will have points deducted. 

 

 
STORYBOARD PROJECTS 

 

Size 
 

ǒ A standard tri-fold project board that 
unfolds to be approximately 36” H x 48” W. 

 
NOTE:ʋ Boards that do not meet the size 
requirements will be disqualified, even if they 
proceed to the state-level competition. 

 
 

Display/Safety 
 

ǒ Use the checklists as a guide for creating 
the project. 

 
ǒ Identifying information (name of the 

student(s), category and division, student’s grade level, homeroom teacher’s name, school and 
district name) should be labeled on the back of the storyboardʋ. If any identifying information is 
placed on the front of the storyboard, the project will be disqualified.  

 
ǒ Only students may present the projects during the judging - even for the family projects. If a 

student needs accommodations, please submit the Students Needing Accommodations Form 
for additional adult supervision 
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ǒ Storyboards should be colorful and interesting. Models, shadow boxes, and illustrations that fit in 
the middle of the display are allowed. The total project should meet the required the width, depth 
or height of the standing display board (approximately 36” W x 14” D x 36” H of table space). There 
cannot be items protruding from the back or top of the board. 

 
ǒ No items should hang over the edge of the table or be placed on the floor. However, students may 

hold or wear items that coordinate with the project, if desired. Items used for the project are not 
to be alive, valuable, or dangerous, including dry ice. 

 
ǒ Items on the project board may be handwritten or typed. Younger students may require 

assistance in writing, typing, spelling, cutting, etc. This is permissible and part of the learning 
process. See Divisions A, B, J, K, and Lʋ regarding Family and Group Divisions. 

 
NOTE:ʋ Storyboard content should match the age, grade level, and ability of the students presenting the 
project. Students do not have to bring or display the book during the competition. 

 
ǒ Students and teachers are encouraged to accompany their projects throughout all levels of 

competition; however, the student’s presence is not required. All projects will be fairly judged 
regardless of the student’s attendance. 

 
ǒ Projects must be able to withstand several levels of competitions to prevent the student from 

rebuilding the project at each level. The intent of this competition is for the same project to be 
judged at different levels. 

 
ǒ Electrical cords are not allowed at any level of competition due to the potential danger they pose 

in the aisles. 

ǒ No food or drinks can be used with the projects. Empty packages may be used as part of the 
display or on the display board.  

 

DϥGϥTAL MEDϥA PROJECTS 
 

In a continued effort to bring technology to the classroom, the Reading Fair will feature digital 
presentations. Only Divisions E, F, H, ϥ, K, and Lʋ can present Digital Media Projects. 

 
ǒ Students can create digital presentations using Powerpoint, Google Slide, or presentation format 

of their choice. 

ǒ Students must provide own ipad or laptop computer. Device should be charged and cannot be 
plugged in during judging. 

ǒ Maximumʋ time limit: 3 minutes. 

ǒ Any materials that are deemed copyrighted - book covers or Internet images must give credit to 
the creator or source. 

ǒ Project is to be written in the student’s own words and information has not be directly copied or 
plagiarized from any source.  

ǒ Digital Project must contain the same elements as the Storyboard Project. 
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READING FAIR LEVELS 
 

ǒ The Reading Fair will be divided into 4 levels: Level 1 - Schoolʋ; Level 2 - Districtʋ; Level 3 - 
Regionalʋ; and Level 4 - Stateʋ. 

 
ǒ ONLYʋ the first place winnerʋ of each division at will advance to the next level. Winners are NOT 

based on grade levels.  
  

ǒ District Reading Fairs may be held as early as October 31ʋ, District Reading Fairs must be 
completed and all information submitted to the Regional site no later than December 1ʋ.  

 
ǒ For information regarding dates of School and District Reading Fairs, please contact the local 

Reading Fair Coordinator.  
 

READϥNG FAϥR TϥMELϥNE 
 

School Reading Fair: ʋSeptember 1st through November 2nd  
 

NOTE:ʋ If a School District only has one school or grade participating in any of the categories or divisions and 
is not able to compete with another school in their district then the school level winners will advance to one 
of the Regional Reading Fair locations. 

 
District Reading Fair: ʋNovember 5th through November 30th 

 
NOTE: ʋDistricts submitting first place winners to the Regional competition must have a student signed 
photograph/video permission form on file prior to registering for the Regional competition. 

 
Regional Reading Fair: ʋJanuary 8th through January 31st 

 

NOTE: ʋRegional competition must be completed and all information submitted to Elizabeth Simmons at 
Mississippi Department of Education no later than February 8th. The first place regional winner in each 
category will advance to the State Reading Fair.  
 

State Reading Fair: ʋMS School for the Deaf Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
 
 
 

REGϥONAL READϥNG FAϥR LOCATϥONS 
 
Region 1: ʋLafayette High School, Oxford, MS January 26, 2019 
 
Region 2:ʋ Delta State University, Kent Wyatt Gymnasium, Cleveland, MS January 25, 2019 
 
Region 3: ʋMSU Kahlmus Auditorium, Meridian, MS January 25, 2019 
 
Region 4: ʋMS School for the Deaf, Jackson, MS February 1, 2019 
 
Region 5: ʋLake Terrace Convention Center, Hattiesburg, MS February 1, 2019 
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REGϥONAL READϥNG FAϥR ϥNFORMATϥON AND ASSϥGNMENTS 
 

NOTE:ʋ To assist the regional facilitators in managing the number of participants at each site, please participate in 
your assigned region listed below. 
 

REGϥON 1 North MS Education Consortium 
Susan Scott, sscott@olemiss.edu, 662-915-7763 | Briana Stewart, bstew@olemiss.edu  662-915-7763 
 
School District Assignments for Region 1 
Aberdeen, Alcorn, Amory, Baldwyn, Benton County, Booneville, Calhoun County, Chickasaw County, Coffeeville, 
Corinth, Desoto County, Holly Springs, Houston, Itawamba County, Lafayette County, Lee County, Marshall 
County, Monroe County, Montgomery County, Nettleton, New Albany, North Panola, North Tippah, Okolona, 
Oxford, Pontotoc City, Pontotoc County, Prentiss County, Senatobia, South Panola, South Tippah, Tate County, 
Tishomingo County, Tupelo, Union County, Water Valley, Webster County, and Winona. 

REGϥON 2 Delta Area Association for ϥmprovement of Schools 
Dr. Eddie Anderson, eanderson@deltastate.edu | Keisha Phillips, kphillips@deltastate.edu | 662-846-4354 
 
School District Assignments for Region 2 
Benoit, Carroll County, Clarksdale, Cleveland, Coahoma Agricultural, Coahoma County, Drew, East Tallahatchie, 
Greenville, Greenwood, Grenada, Hollandale, Humphreys County, Indianola, Leflore County, Leland, North Bolivar, 
Quitman County, Shaw, South Delta, St. Elizabeth Catholic School, Sunflower County, Tunica County, West Bolivar, 
West Tallahatchie, and Western Line. 

REGϥON 3 East MS Center for Education Development, ϥnc. 
Cythia Pouncey, cythia.pouncey@emced.org, 601-484-0302 
 
School District Assignments for Region 3 
Attala County, Catholic Diocese of Jackson, Choctaw County, Choctaw Tribal Schools, Columbus, Enterprise, Forest, 
Kemper County, Kosciusko, Lauderdale County, Leake County, Louisville, Lowndes County, Meridian, Neshoba 
County, Newton County, Newton City, Noxubee County, Pearl, Philadelphia, Quitman Municipal, Rankin County, 
Scott County, Smith County, Starkville/Oktibbeha County, Union City, and West Point, MS School for Math and 
Science. 

REGϥON 4 Southwest MS Education Consortium 
Carolyn Mack, cmack@jsums.edu | Kelli Olive, kelli.a.olive@jsums.edu | 601-979-8894 or 601-979-8888 
 
School District Assignments for Region 4 
Canton, Clinton, Durant, Hazlehurst City, Hinds County, Holmes County, Jackson Public, Jefferson County, Jefferson 
Davis County, Lincoln County, Madison County, Natchez-Adams County, MS School for the Blind, MS School for the 
Deaf, South Pike, VIcksburg-Warren, Wilkinson County, Winona Separate, Yazoo City, and Yazoo County.  

REGϥON 5 Southern Regional Educational Service Agency 
Billie Flick, billie.flick@s-resa.org | 601-266-6777 
 
School District Assignments for Region 5 
Amite County, Bay-Waveland, Biloxi, Brookhaven, Catholic Diocese of Biloxi, Claiborne County, Columbia, Copiah 
County, Covington County, East Jasper, Forrest County, Forrest County Agricultural, Franklin County, George 
County, Greene County, Gulfport, Hancock County, Harrison County, Hattiesburg, Jackson County, Jones County, 
Lamar County, Laurel, Lawrence County, Long Beach, Lumberton, Marion County, McComb, Moss Point, 
Natchez-Adams, North Pike, Ocean Springs, Pascagoula, Pass Christian, Pearl River County, Perry County, Petal, 
Picayune, Poplarville, Richton, Simpson County, Stone County, Stone County Homeschool, Walthall County, Wayne 
County, and West Jasper.  
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LITERARY FICTION  
 

 
NOTE:ʋ Religious narratives (including retellings or alternate versions) fall into this category.  
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INFORMATIONAL NONFICTION 
 
The first component of informational nonfiction is genreʋ. Genres of nonfictionʋ can be identified by one 

single factor: the intent or purpose of the writing. On the other hand, genres of fictionʋ blend together. 

For instance, a fantasy story can have characteristics of an adventure story, but not all adventure stories 

are fantasies. Genres of nonfiction are more clearly defined than fiction. They explain the intent of the 

author or the purpose of the material. 

 

The five main genres of nonfiction are: 

1. Instructional: Describes how something is done or made. 

2. Explanatory: Tells what happened or how something works, with defined reasons. 

3. Report: Tells how things are discovered. 

4. Discussion: Looks at both sides of an idea and makes a decision. 

5. Opinion/Argument: Decides on a point-of-view and has reasons to support the view. 

 

Students should be aware of the variety and format of the structures of nonfictional text. Some 

structures or formats of nonfiction can be seen within a variety of text. For example, a speech can be 

instructional, explanatory, a report, an opinion, or a discussion. On the contrary, a recipe is considered 

instructional. This is one thing that makes nonfictional text so unique. The structure can take on different 

tones and formats depending on the author’s intent. 

 

Students may select from the following nonfiction formats to complete literary competition projects: 

 

ǒ Autobiographies 

ǒ Biographies 

ǒ Book/movie reviews 

ǒ Consumer Reportsʋ articles 

ǒ Debates 

ǒ Editorials 

ǒ Essays 

 

ǒ Interviews 

ǒ Journals 

ǒ Observations 

ǒ Presentations 

ǒ Proposals 

ǒ Reports 

ǒ Speeches 
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GRAPHϥC ORGANϥZER EXAMPLES 
 

Graphic Organizer  Text Pattern  Signal Words  Description 
 

 

Description 

On, over, beyond, within, 
like, as, among, 

descriptive adjectives, 
figurative language 

Reader should expect the writer to 
tell characteristics. 

1-2-3  Established 
Sequence 

Numbers, alphabets, 
days of the week, months 

of the year, centuries 

Reader should expect to follow an 
established and known sequence in 

gathering information. 

 

Chronological 
Sequence 

First, second; before, 
after; then, next; earlier, 
later, last, finally; again, 

in addition to; in the 
beginning/end 

Reader should expect that events will 
be told in order of the time they 

happened. 

 

Comparison and 
Contrast 

While, yet, but, rather, 
most, either, like, unlike, 

same as, on the other 
hand, although, similarly, 
the opposite of, besides, 

however 

Reader should expect to learn 
similarities and differences. 

 

Cause and Effect 

Since, because, thus, so 
that, if…then, therefore, 
due to, as a result, this 
led to, then…so, for this 

reason, consequently 

Reader should expect to learn the 
effect of one entity on another or 

others; reader should expect to learn 
why this event takes place. 

 

Problem and 
Solution 

All signal words listed for 
cause and effect; 

propose, conclude, the 
solution is, the problem 

is, research shows, a 
reason for, the evidence 

is that 

Reader should expect to identify a 
problem, predict a solution, and be 
told a solution or solutions; reader 
expects to know why the solution is 

viable. 

 

Question and 
Answer 

Why, what, when, how, 
why 

Reader should expect to consider a 
question, come up with an answer, 

and verify the answer. 

 
 
 
 

 

Combination  Any and all 
Writer uses a combination of 

patterns within any one text or 
section of text. 
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MAGNOLIA RESOURCES 
 
 

 
 

KϥDSREADSʋ includes thoughtful book reviews, 

compelling features, in-depth author profiles and 

interviews, and excerpts of new releases. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

AR BOOK FϥNDERʋ ʋallows students, teachers, parents, 

and librarians to search in English or Spanish to find 

book level or a Lexile™ measure, interest level, title, 

award-winners, state lists, & CCRS Exemplars.  
 

 

 

 
 

FULL TEXT POETRYʋ ʋa list of websites that provide the 

full text of thousands of poems, as well as poet 

biographies, audio of poets reading their work, and 

essays about poetry. 

 

 

 

 
 

NOVELϥSTʋ ʋoffers book-finding tools for librarians and 

students which includes readers' advisory products and 

content that strengthen the connection between books, 

readers, and libraries. 
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FIND A BOOK 
 

 
 
 

ɈFind a Book, Mississippiɉʋ is an easy way to select books based on a child’s Lexile 

measure and interests. The free search tool can help build custom lists for readers at 

all ability levels, and then locate the books at the local public library.  

 

Step 1:  
Visit www.Lexile.com/fab/ms 
 
Enter the student’s Lexile measure 
 
(If Lexile measure is not known, then 
search for books based on comfort with 
grade-level reading) 

 

 
Step 2: 
Have the student pick interest 
categories 

 

Step 3: 
View and refine the search results 
 
(While browsing books, click the “Find in 
a Library” button next to the book titles 
to check its availability at local public 
library.) 
 
Step 4: 
Add books to the student’s reading 
list 
 
(Print or email the student’s custom 
book list.)   
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